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Abstract: Science and religion seem to have been at odds with each other throughout history. This has
affected the course of humanity and how society has prejudice towards either science or religion.
Atheist scientists believe in what they know because they believe in reason and think that theists are
unreasonable. The paper brings the problems facing humanity today between science, religion, and
secularism within societies. The followers of each could be fanatics of their own group. The paper
tries to reconcile the debate between atheists and theists, under the microscope of science. This study
makes an analogy of G-d and gravity. It shows that the power of reason used by scientists to deduce
gravity is the exact same reasoning that theists use to believe in G-d. The study goes beyond philosoph-
ical arguments and travels deep into the core principles of the human intellect of scientists and theo-
logians to understand what they believe. It unravels the truth behind the reasoning of why different
humans believe in what appears to be completely different things. The study uses elements of modern
science and its cosmological worldview, such as singularity, spacetime, black holes, and quantum
physics. It shows parallelism of modern scientific theories with various world Scriptures, such as
Hindu and Islamic texts. This study does not argue the truth of any specific religion, but rather argues
the existence of G-d from a broader perspective, using the exact same principles scientists use to for-
mulate their worldview of the universe. This study shows the rationality and irrationality in the argu-
mentative battle between science and religion. It attempts to end the debate and dispute between science
and religion by understanding the truths behind them. It concludes that anyone who believes that the
other is wrong is irrational, and that in reality science and religion complement one another. A theo-
logian must also be a scientist, and a scientist must also be a theologian.
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Introduction

SCIENCE AND RELIGION seem to have traveled on different paths. Many scientists
in the modern age find themselves at odds with religion and to some extent, at odds
with G-d.

Freud (1927) diagnosed religion as neurosis, illusion, poison, intoxicant, and
childishness to be overcome. Some scientists believe that it is self-evident that religion is a
sort of mind control with psychopathological premises (La Barre 1972). It is described that
no informed rational person would choose to join a religious group, and those who do must
have been coerced, hypnotized, or otherwise without reason.

Many physicists were religious, such as Einstein. However, as physics explains the
physical world, it sometimes finds itself at a roadblock, when it comes to religion, which
explains the spiritual world. Science has inspired atheists to reason with their senses.
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The European age of enlightenment has ushered an era, where science started to advance.
In the atomic era, the role of science started to rise high, while religion seems to have declined.
Under the microscope of science, religion has been found to be superfluous with the irration-
ality of a primitive mind (Drees 1994).

Galileo stated that natural sciences and Scriptures are subject to re-interpretation, dependent
on which interpretation is with certitude and which is based on theoretical conjecture (Drees
1994). He also argued neutrality of Scriptures on matters of cosmology and vice-versa. Such
an argument is based on the understanding that sciences describe the physical world, while
religion describes the spiritual, and therefore, are not providing competing world views.

This study attempts to end the debate between atheist scientists and theists. It tries to show
it in very simple terms that even a scientist would understand.

This study shows how the Divine uses gravity as an analogy of Itself. Scientists who believe
in gravity believe in it for the very same reasons why theists believe in a Divine. The study
does not involve in arguments with truth in any specific religion, but merely argues the ra-
tionality for the existence of a Divine does not at all differ from the rationality for the existence
of gravity.

Secular Society

Many societies had an adopted religion in history (Finer 1999). Historically, an adopted re-
ligion allowed uniformity within the citizens of the society. Some societies still have an ad-
opted religion to the present day. However, with the coming of the Age of Enlightenment
in Europe, many governments started to become secular, while science and philosophy
flourished, though they were once suppressed in parts of Europe.

Suppression of science is not part of any of the world religious Scriptures. In all the major
religious Scriptures, science is never condemned. However, it may be true that some of the
followers used the umbrella of religion against science. Nonetheless, a religion cannot be
judged on how its followers follow its teachings. Most of the time, followers of many religions
corrupt their own understanding of their religion for their own selfish benefits, while in
reality, all religions call for selflessness. Some religious Scriptures even encourage its fol-
lowers to learn sciences (Prakash 1999). After all, religions claim that the physical world
manifests what is hidden, so that people may ponder and understand the truth [Romans 1:19
– 20].

With the age of globalization, having a uniform society has become difficult. People from
different social backgrounds, cultures, and religions have come together and taken advantage
of opportunities provided to them in this world. Reconciling between their different back-
grounds required many governments to adopt secularism to remain neutral in matters of faith
(Conkle 2000). The rise of secularism initiated in countries that were pre-dominantly
Christian, for the most part [Luke 6:37]. Theologically, Christian Scriptures require that
people not to judge the other, implying neutrality. Hence, if a government adopts neutrality
in matters of faith, it is not being anything, but Christian.

“Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will
bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of people’s hearts.
At that time each will receive his praise from G-d.”[1 Corinthians 4:5]
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“256. Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear from error: whoever
rejects evil and believes in Allah has grasped the most trusworthy hand-hold that never
breaks. And Allah hears and knows all things.
257. Allah is the Protector of those who have faith: from the depths of darkness He will
lead them forth into light. Of those who reject faith their patrons are the evil ones: from
light they will lead them forth into the depths of darkness. They will be companions of
the fire, to dwell therein (forever) .”[Qur’an 2:256 – 257]

In the modern age, secularism is adopted by governments not necessarily to be against a re-
ligion or faith, but simply to reconcile multiple faiths within the same society, while allowing
the freedom for people to practice their faith. Nonetheless, some governments have suppressed
religion adopting science and productivity as its own religion (Yang 2004). Secularism is
not meant to suppress a religion. Secularism is neither meant to deface religious symbols
nor eradicate the freedom of people to practice their religions. However, some governments
have adopted secularism as a religion of its own, along with its own fanatical interpretation
of secularism, for instead of it being considered as freedom of religion, it has become under-
stood as freedom from religion (Sapir and Statman 2005).

In most secular societies, religion is removed from public schools’ curricula. In the age
of globalization, such is done because people have different religious backgrounds. If theology
is taught, then which theology needs to be taught? However, as in this paper, the argument
is not the truth of any specific religion, but the argument is in the existence of a Divine. In
many public schools today, the topic of the existence of a Divine is usually eliminated, because
it is considered unscientific. While gravity and the theories of the beginning of the universe
are discussed as science, the existence of a Divinity is usually a taboo.

Is the Divinity given its full right to be considered unscientific, or could it be a valid theory
as any other, scientifically? On the other hand, is it also equally possible that both theologians
and scientists are delusional? The debate below begins and ends.

Gravity

In physics, gravity is one of the four fundamental interactive forces, which are the ways that
the simplest particles in the universe interact with each other. An interaction is fundamental
when it cannot be described in terms of other interactions.

Gravity is responsible for keeping the Earth and other planets in their orbits. Gravity is
responsible for making the whole universe in motion. It has a greater role in large celestial
objects and a lower role in atoms and sub-atomic particles. Nevertheless, it is always there
giving an inert push without physically touching objects.

Even before the general theory of relativity has arisen, Hill (1895) has distinguished how
the gravitational field affects the circulation of the blood. As early as the 19th century, sci-
entists were curious to understand how the mysterious force of gravity is affecting the
physiology of the human being. This is mainly done to understand how to stop hemorrhaging
and how to deal with wounds during an emergency or surgery. Yet, if Earth’s gravitational
force can affect the human physiology, how would the cosmic gravitation fields affect our
lives?

According to Newtonian physics, gravitation occurs between objects with a certain mass.
Although Newton provided a good approximation of gravity, it is flawed, especially when
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calculating gravitational fields in the cosmos. Since light has been discovered to be attracted
by gravity, Newtonian physics was found to be lacking. Hence, other theories of gravity
have developed since then (Copeland et al. 2006, Padmanabhan 2006).

In modern science, gravitation is described by the general theory of relativity, as a con-
sequence of the curvature of spacetime, which governs the movement of objects with inertia
(Will 2004). A modified gravity model has been developed, but that would only be a version
with many updates in the future, as scientists attempt to unlock the mysteries of the Cosmos.
Today’s challenge is detecting the difference between dark energy and modified gravity
(Lue et al. 2004). Gravity has always been and continues to be a mysterious concept, in
which the whole universe is founded upon.

According to the spacetime continuum, Einstein implied that the more matter in a region,
the more the curvature of the spacetime and therefore, dragging more matter into it. Einstein
was alluding to black holes in the cosmos (Bassett and Edney 2002), though it was discovered
later. The closer the objects are to each other, the greater the force of gravity between them,
as the spacetime curvature increases.

In general, gravity is a force of attraction between objects in the universe. This attraction
causes the whole universe to be in continuous motion. Gravity is described as an all-pervading
force due to the curvature of spacetime.

All objects have the same potential in curving spacetime, but to different degrees, dependent
on how much matter exists in them. The reason behind this is that all objects are made of
the same material essence, such as electrons, which itself is a mystery acting as a particle
and a wave. They are all made up of the same basic materials, and therefore, have the same
potential.

No one has ever seen gravity, but it is known that something of that nature exists, because
it can be seen how it manifests itself. The whole universe is governed by the law of gravity,
although it is not yet known what exactly the law of gravity truly is. Scientists make many
laws and flaws about gravity, and it continues to be enshrouded with mystery. Although
from a local perspective, gravity may be approximated, but it is highly misunderstood when
it comes to the vastness of the cosmos.

Sometimes gravity is defied, such that people may explore the world beyond. However,
no matter where humanity travels in its attempt to defy gravity, it continues to be attracted
by that force whether on Earth or beyond it. For that reason, humanity has learnt not to
struggle against gravity, but to work with it. Humanity has been able to send exploratory
satellites in their orbits in this solar system by trying to understand the nature of gravity and
working with it, not against it.

The Divine Analogy

The Divine has provided gravity as an analogy of Itself. Just like gravity, no one has ever
seen the Divine, but how the Divine manifests Itself can be sensed.

“Eye cannot see Him, nor words reveal Him; by the senses, austerity, or works He is
not known. When the mind is cleansed by the grace of wisdom, He is seen by contem-
plation; the One without parts.”[Mundaka Upanishad 3.1.8]
“But, you are not able to see Me with your physical eye; therefore, I give you the divine
eye to see My majestic power and glory.”[Bhagavad Gita 11.08]
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“No one has ever seen G-d, but the Only Begotten Son, who is at the Father’s side, has
made him known.”[John 1:18]

As gravity is responsible for the universe to be in motion (Billyard and Sajko 2001), so is
the Divine.

As gravity is described as a force of attraction, the Divine is also described as a force of
attraction. The Divine attempts to attract the whole universe unto Itself. Thus, human souls
gravitate towards the Divine.

“27. “O (you) soul, in (complete) rest and satisfaction!
28. “Come back to your Lord, - well pleased (yourself), and well-pleasing unto Him!
29. “Enter then, in My Abode!
30. “and enter My Heaven!”[Qur’an 89:27 – 30]

As in gravity, the closer a soul is to the Divine, the greater the attraction between them than
the souls who have forsaken the Divine. In gravity, the spacetime continuum makes it as if
the pulling force between closer objects is greater. If this is calculated with instruments, such
as a balance scale, the acceleration between the two objects increase and therefore, it would
appear as if the weight of the object is greater. This is not because of a greater mass, but
simply due to the apparent rate of acceleration due to gravity. The same analogy is that of
the Divine. The closer a soul is to the Divine, the heavier its weight, not because it has sud-
denly become more massive, but because of the apparent rate of acceleration as they are at-
tracted towards one another.

“8. The balance that day will be Truth: those whose scale will be heavy, will prosper:
9. Those whose scale will be light, they are those who lost their souls, for that they
wrongfully treated Our signs.” [Qur’an 7:8 – 9]

Sometimes, souls defy the Divine in an attempt to explore what is beyond, but no matter
where it goes, it finds itself always trapped by the law of attraction with the Divine, just like
gravity.

“O you assembly of jinns and people! If it be that you can pass beyond the zones of the
heavens and the earth, then pass! not without authority shall you be able to pass!”
[Qur’an 55:33]

As a smaller object is made of the same essence of the greater object, such as sub-atomic
particles, so are people also made of the same essence as the Divine. As gravity is described
as an all-pervading force, so is the Divine.

“Salutation to You before and behind, salutation to You on every side, O All! You, in-
finite in power and infinite in prowess, pervades all; wherefore You are All.”[Bhagavad
Gita 11.40]

“To Allah belong the east and the west: Wherever you turn, there is the presence of
Allah. For Allah is all-Pervading, all-Knowing.”[Qur’an 2:115]
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At singularity, the gravitational field becomes mathematically infinite, and therefore inde-
pendent of spacetime. In the same analogy, those who understand the Divine, understand
Its singular infinite nature.

Modern physics describe gravity as a consequence of the curvature of spacetime dimensions
and at singularity the coordinates disappear (Horowitz and Steif 1990). Similarly, the Divine
is singular, transcendental, and beyond the coordinates of space and time. At the point of
singularity, gravitation becomes infinite, and that space and time become meaningless and
non-existing. Similarly, the Divine is singular, the One and Only, and therefore Infinite.

“OM. Infinite is That Brahman, infinite in this manifested universe. From the Infinite
Brahman proceeds the infinite. After the realization of the Great Identity or after the
cosmic dissolution, when the infinity of the infinite universe merges in the Infinite
Brahman, there remains the Infinite Brahman alone.”[Brihadaranyaka Upanishad
5.1.1]

As scientists attempt to formulate the law of gravity to try to explain its mysteries, theologians
attempt to formulate the Divine through processes of rituals to try to explain the Divine and
the path of human souls to attain the Divine.

The analogy between gravity and the Divine are strikingly similar in many respects, as it
shatters the illusions of how the human mind and intellect perceive things.

Science vs. Religion

Scientists have been described to be rational. Rationality of scientists is sometimes considered
self-righteousness. However, when the essence of the human mentality and psychopathology
is looked at under the scientific microscope, it is found that scientists are not any more ra-
tional than those who believe in G-d.

A comparison is done to see the similarities or differences in the human intellect that allows
scientists to deduce in the existence of gravity and that allows theists to deduce in the existence
of a Divine. This comparison is summarized inTable 1.
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Table 1

Theists belief of the DivineScientists belief of gravity

Never seenNever seen1

Can be sensed on how the Divine manifests
Itself

Can be sensed on how the force manifests
itself

2

Describes the interaction of all objects in
the cosmos

Describes the interaction of all objects in
the cosmos

3

All-pervading in the universeAll-pervading in the universe4

Attracts the cosmos, souls, and spirits to
it

Attracts objects together5

Fundamental force of the universeFundamental force of the universe6

Is Single, Infinite, and beyond space and
time

At singularity, it is infinite and beyond
space and time.

7

Inherent in every objectInherent in every object8

Theological theories may be flawed, be-
cause of misunderstanding (not because It
does not exist)

Scientific theories may be flawed, because
of misunderstanding (not because it does
not exist)

9

Rituals are formulated to approximate an
understanding of how It interacts in the
universe

Equations are formulated to approximate
an understanding of how it interacts in the
universe

10

To build, to prosper, to explore, and to
discover is not to work against It, but to
work with It

To build, to prosper, to explore, and to
discover is not to work against it, but to
work with it

11

Responsible for motion in the universeResponsible for motion in the universe12

Looking at this comparison is utterly shocking. If scientists are rational people and their
deductions are based on experimental evidence, but still use the exact same reasoning to
believe in gravity, then what makes them more superior than theists? Either both of them
are rational or both of them are irrational. Scientists know that there is something out there
(and in here) that remains a mystery, in which the foundation of the whole universe is built
upon. Theists know that there is something out there (and in here) that remains a mystery,
in which the foundation of whole universe is built upon. They are both seeking the One and
very same Ultimate Goal; they are both seeking to unlock the very same mystery.

Who is rational and who is irrational? It seems scientists are even a little more irrational.
They do not even have the intellect to understand that the reason for what they believe in
and the reason for what theists believe in are built upon the exact same principles. Any sci-
entist who cannot intellectually deduce this cannot be logical. Anyone who is illogical cannot
claim to be a person of reason and science. Therefore, they are not really scientists, and live
in a world of fantasy and delusions, the exact same world that they claim their theologian
peers live in.
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“19. He who free from delusion thus knows Me, the Highest Spirit, he knowing all,
worships Me with all his heart, O descendant of Bharata.
20. Thus, O sinless one, has this most profound teaching been imparted by Me. Knowing
this one attains the highest intelligence and will have accomplished all one ’ s duties,
O descendant of Bharata. ”[Bhagavad Gita 2.19 – 20]

Scientists cannot be scientists, if they are not also theologians. Theologians cannot be theo-
logians, if they are not also scientists. The only true scientists are those who understand that
science and religion was never meant to go against each other, but to complement one another.
Each is attesting and testifying for the other, and only irrational people are blind from seeing
reality as it truly is. Lift up the veils and contemplate upon theevent horizon, or anyabsolute,
apparent, or otherhorizonsof the cosmos, if that be your mantra.

“We will show them Our Signs in the (furthest) horizons, and in their own souls, until
it becomes manifest to them that this is the Truth. Is it not enough that your Lord does
witness all things?”[Qur’an 41:53]
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